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What is a Registered Investment Advisor--RIA

• RIA is an advisor or firm engaged in 
the investment advisory business. 

• Registered with the Securities and 
Exchange Commission (SEC) or state 
securities authorities.

• RIAs have a fiduciary duty to their 
clients, which means:

• They have a fundamental obligation to 
provide suitable investment advice 
and always act in their clients’ best 
interests.

Source: Investopedia



A LASTING LEGACY

• Stewardship during your lifetime

• Creation

• Tax-Wise Accumulation

• Professional Management

• Distribution upon your death

• Transfer Avoiding Pitfalls

• Lack of Communication

• Taxes

• Long-Term Illness



Important Information
• The following websites are being provided for 

information purposes only.

• The business entities that are named are not affiliated 
with the websites listed, does not endorse, authorize or 
sponsor any of the following website links or its 
respective sponsors, are not responsible for the content 
of the website or collection or use of information 
regarding the website’s users and/or members.



What is Crypto?
• Cryptocurrencies like Bitcoin and Ether are virtual 

currency—decentralized and not issued by a 
government.

• Individuals can trade or transact in crypto. Miners 
process transactions with computer algorithms to 
ensure they are authentic.

• Most cryptos are highly volatile.

• For merchants cryptocurrencies represent a chance to 
reach a new often younger clientele who like the 
convenience.

• The fees for crypto payment processors can be lower 
than that for credit cards.



How Does It Work?

• Merchants price their merchandise 
in their local currency or accepted 
crypto.

• Buyers can use their digital wallet 
and a third party service to pay.

• It usually takes seconds to minutes 
for the transaction to clear.



Converting 
Crypto to Cash

• Merchants can convert the 
cryptocurrency to cash instantly, 
avoiding the volatile exchange 
rates typical of crypto coins.

• Some choose to invest in crypto by 
not converting to local currency



Blockchain
• Blockchain is a digital public ledger that records transactions.

• It is the core technology for digital currencies like bitcoin.

• It differs from a typical database in the way that it stores information.

• Blockchains store data in blocks that are then chained together.

• In bitcoin’s case, blockchain is used in a decentralized way so that no single person or 
group has control—all users collectively retain control.

• Decentralized blockchains are immutable, which means the data entered is irreversible.

• Blockchains are used outside of cryptocurrencies too, like tracking supply chains



Blockchain Transaction



Attributes of Cryptocurrency



Bitcoin
• A simple, secure database, 

no person, company or 
organization is in control.

• It’s a decentralized digital 
currency that’s powered by 
a vast distributed network of 
computers globally.

• Transactions are stored on 
the Bitcoin blockchain which 
is open for everyone to view.

• Small transaction fees



Ethereum
• A programmable digital currency for use in 

software.

• It is a decentralized open-source blockchain with 
smart contract functionality.

• Ether is the native currency of the platform.

• It is the second largest cryptocurrency by market 
capitalization after Bitcoin.



Cardano
• Cardano’s ADA digital token is 

the third largest virtual currency 
in the world.

• Rides the boom in decentralized 
finance.

• Its market cap of $69 billion 
dollars tops that of many 
S&P500 companies.

Source: Bloomberg



Digital Wallet

• A digital wallet (or e-wallet) is a software-based 
system that securely stores payment information 
and passwords for purchases using one’s 
smartphone

• Digital wallets can be used in conjunction with 
mobile payment systems and bank issued cards



Digital Wallets

• The top 3 leading e-wallets are those of Google, Amazon 
and Apple.

• Cryptocurrencies rely solely on digital wallets to maintain 
balances and make transactions.

• The e-wallet providers above are not crypto wallets, but 
crypto and e-wallets are both a digital place for a person’s 
capital



What is a Stablecoin?
• Stablecoins are a type of cryptocurrency whose 

value is usually pegged to a range of assets whether 
it’s a government-issued currency like the U.S. 
dollar or a precious metal like gold or even another 
cryptocurrency.

• Compared to trading crypto against fiat currencies, 
stablecoins offer a faster, less expensive option, 
allowing for more liquidity.

Source: NASDQ and Harvard Business Review



The future of banking 
may not involve banks

• Neobanks want to be a one-stop shop for all sorts of services: 
trading, shopping, and even music streaming.

• The basic idea behind the term is that a digital wallet holding 
cash or cryptocurrency can be linked to payments or other 
forms of commerce or financial services.

• Some players are: 
Square, Paypal, Charles Schwab and JP Morgan Chase.

Source: Wall Street Journal



Crypto stacking:  
high yield or 
high risk of loss?

• You get rewards in tokens, 
not in dollars or any hard 
currency.

• Any given cryptocurrency 
may be a total scam.

• Crypto coins are binary files 
that hackers can steal.  

• Most crypto exchanges are 
not insured and won’t cover 
your losses due to fraud or 
hacking.



Crypto stacking:  
high yield or 
high risk of loss?

• Your locked up coins may 
plunge in value giving you 
negative yields.

• No blockchains have been 
hacked. Only the 
exchanges.

• Crypto cannot be bought 
from most major brokers. 
Paypal and Robinhood
allow you to buy into the 
major cryptos, but you'll 
have to go to specific 
crypto exchanges for more 
diversity.

http://bri.li/210703


SEC Chief Gary Gensler

• Wants congress to create an investor protection regime for crypto 
trading

• Promises a vigorous attack on fraud and misconduct

• Outlined his desire to regulate crypto products to the same extent 
as stocks, bonds, and commodity-related trading instruments

Source: Wall Street Journal



http://finviz.com/

Visualizes stocks and ETF’s by:

• News

• Charts and groups

• Portfolios

• Insider trades and futures

• Displays crypto currencies

http://finviz.com/


http://investors.com/

• Screens stocks and ETF’s by groups, 
fundamental and technical analysis

• ROE—Return on Equity

• PE ratio—price to earnings

• Composite rating

• Earnings per Sharing rating

• RS—Relative Strength Rating

• SMR—A proprietary rating pioneered by 
Investor's Business Daily to help investors 
identify companies with superior Sales Growth, 
Profit Margins, and Return on Equity ratios.

• Acc/Dis accumulation/Distribution rating

http://investors.com/


http://stockcharts.com/

• Extensive educational resource for 
investors of all levels.

• Provides opportunity to learn 
everything there is to know about 
investing and analysis of financial 
charts.

• Presents articles that may help you 
understand more about technical 
analysis, fundamental analysis, and 
investing in the financial markets.

• Free and fee based subscription 
service.

http://stockcharts.com/


Bloomberg.com

Provides financial news 
and analysis from around 

the world.

http://bloomberg.com/


• Business TV channel

• Provides the latest 
business news in real time

CNBC.com

http://cnbc.com/


Fox Business

• Business TV channel

• Provides the latest 
business news in real 
time.

http://foxbusiness.com/


Marketwatch.com
• Provides latest financial news and analysis

• Provides worldwide coverage

• Presents pre-market and aftermarket stock 
quotes

http://marketwatch.com/


Wall Street Journal

Provides worldwide financial news and 
opinions.

http://wsj.com/


Reuters

• Provides worldwide news

• Available in a number of languages

http://reuters.com/


BBC
News from around 
the world from a 

British perspective.

http://bbc.com/


Associated Press
apnews.com

International news

http://apnews.com/


Economist

Financial, business, 
and political news 
and analysis from 
around the world.

http://economist.com/


Financial Times
Provides financial news from around the world.

http://ft.com/


The street • Features Jim Cramer’s view on 
Investment, Personal Finance, 
Retirement, Crypto, and Financial 
markets.

• Includes commentary from many 
investment pros.

• Presents Top Stocks analysis with 
Helene Meisler.

http://thestreet.com/


Spike trade

• Provides trading ideas from the founder and co-director and members.

• Trader education provides a number of resources for serious traders.

• A subscription service.

http://spiketrade.com/


Sound Mind Investing
• A faith based financial resource

• Started by Larry Burkett and continued by 
Austin Pryor

http://soundmindinvesting.com/


Google Finance
Provides data on the US, European, 
Asia, currencies, and crypto markets 
and market trends.

http://finance.google.com/


Yahoo Finance
finance.yahoo.com

• Provides financial news, data, 
and commentary including stock 
quotes, press releases and 
financial reports.

• Offers some tools for personal 
financial management.

• Provides historic price of stocks, 
mutual funds and ETF’s.

http://finance.yahoo.com/


Morningstar

Covers US and global markets 
with technical analysis.

http://morningstar.com/


CNN Money
money.cnn.com

Provides users with the 
Fear and Greed Index

https://money.cnn.com/data/fear-and-greed/


Philadelphia Federal Reserve
philadelphiafed.org

• Provides economic data for the Tri-state area-
Pennsylvania, New Jersey and Delaware

• Surveys Employment, unemployment and 
housing data

• Produces a beige book which focuses on 
economic activity, employment, wages and 
prices

• Identifies trends that may not be observable 
from conventional statistics

http://philadelphiafed.org/


St.Louis Federal Reserve
fred.stlouisfed.org

• Highlights US and International data on: 
Money, Banking, Finance, population, 
employment, production, business activity 
and academic data.

• Includes an index of Global Real Economic 
activity which is expressed in percent 
deviations from trend.  It is derived from a 
panel of dollar-denominated global bulk 
dry cargo shipping rates.

http://fred.stlouisfed.org/


Simply Wall St
Simplywall.st

Present stock analysis reports which includes:

• Executive Summary, risk analysis, market 
performance, valuation, PE ratio, PEG, Future 
potential, past performance, company health, 
Dividend stability, management strength, ownership 
and general company information.

• One of the most visual investment sites.

http://simplywall.st/


Sentiment Trader • Applies mass psychology to the 
financial markets

• Focuses on risk management

• Provide signs that suggest it is 
time to raise or lower market 
exposure as a function of risk 
relative to probable reward.

• Used primarily by institutional 
money managers

http://sentimentrader.com/


Trend Investor Pro
• Provides technical analysis and quantitative 

insights for trading and investing in the direction 
of the bigger trend

• Presents objective systemic and actionable 
analysis for ETF’s

• Illustrates Trends, patterns, and setups

• Details in a Weekend review long term trends and 
signals in the broader market

http://trendinvestorpro.com/


Earningsbeats.com• Provides in-depth market and 
historical analysis for 
members to make investment 
decisions.

• Includes daily communications 
with members—like webinars 
related to the market and 
company earnings.

• Details how 4 portfolios of 10 
securities each perform on a 
weekly basis—Model, 
Aggressive, Income and Strong 
Accumulation/Distribution.

http://earningsbeats.com/


Charles Schwab
Offers Investment Products, Investment Management, 

Trading, Financial Planning, Banking and Borrowing, 
Specialized solutions, and Investment Research

http://schwab.com/


Fidelity

Contains Trading, Planning and 
Advisory services, News and Research 
and Investment Products

http://fidelity.com/


T Rowe Price

Provides personal investing 
basics, Retirement 

planning, Tax planning, 
Charitable giving, and 
Research and analysis.

http://troweprice.com/


Vanguard

INCLUDES: 

Investment products, 
Investor education, 
Financial management, 
Benefits and Costs.

http://investor.vanguard.com/


Fin Viz
• End where we began

• Do you really need anything more?

• Only you can decide

http://finviz.com/


Three Groups Vie for Your Assets

• You/Heirs

• Charity/Ministry

• Uncle Sam (and his cronies)

*Proper Planning Can Allow You to 
Choose Any TWO of the Three

With Success Comes…



ASSET TAXATION SCHEDULE

• Retirement Plans

401(k), IRA, etc.

• Annuities

• Non-Qualified

Cash, Stock, Property, etc.

(also Roth IRAs)

• Life Insurance

A CONCERTED PLAN

No Taxes Paid By Charities – Choose Wisely



ASSET PLANNING ALTERNATIVES



Charitable Remainder Trust
• Deferral of Capital Gains

• Income Tax Deduction

• Potential for Lifetime Income

• CRUT

• CRAT

• Remainder to Multiple Charities

APPRECIATED 
ASSET 
PARALYZATION?



ENTER CHARITY



George Zook, Registered Representative, offers securities through 

American Portfolios Financial Services, Inc. (APFS) Member FINRA/SIPC. 

Investment Advisory Services offered through Ambassador Advisors, Inc. 

an SEC Registered Investment Advisor which is not affiliated with APFS. 

Information has been obtained from sources believed to be reliable and 

are subject to change without notification. The information presented is 

provided for informational purposes only and not to be construed as a 

recommendation or solicitation. Investors must make their own 

determination as to the appropriateness of an investment or strategy 

based on their specific investment objectives, financial status and risk 

tolerance. Past performance is not an indication of future results. 

Investments involve risk and the possible loss of principal. Any opinions 

expressed in this form are not the opinions or views of APFS or APA. 

Opinions expressed are those of the speakers only. Please be aware 

American Portfolios Policies and Procedures dictates Representatives 

cannot buy, give advice regarding any form of purchases for 

cryptocurrencies, bitcoins and bitcoin funds. This is only an educational 

presentation.


